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MAIN FEATURES 

In October 1979 savings and trading banks approved a 
combined total of $324.0 million in loans to individuals 
for the construction and purchase of dwellings. This was 
$42.2 million more than in September 1979 and $48.7 
million more than in October 1978. 

In seasonally adjusted terms the total of such loans 
approved in October 1979 was $293.9 million, $17.0 
million less than in September 1979. 

Loans approved by savings and trading banks to 
individuals for the construction of dwellings totalled 
$66.3 million in October 1979, $8.1 million more than 
in September 1979 and $17.8 million more than in 
October 1978. 

During October 1979 savings and trading banks 
approved $222.6 million in loans to individuals for the 
purchase of established dwellings. This was $29.1 million 
more than' in September 1979 and $30.0 million more 
than in Octo ber 1978. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Introduction 
This publication presents statistics of secured 

finance provided by banks to individuals for the 
construction or purchase of dwellings, for owner 
occupation, and details of other selected items relating 
to the provision of housing finance. 

2. While the statistics are described as being for 
calendar months, it should be noted that: 

(i) for trading banks the data relate to the period 
ending on the second Wednesday of the month 
following the month stated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. 

(ii) for savings banks the data relate to the period 
ending on either the last Monday (one bank), 
the last Wednesday (seven banks) or the last day 
(five banks) of the month stated and may cover 
either a 4 or 5 week period. For December 1978 
the data for the banks that normally balance on 
the last Wednesday relate to a 3 week period as 

the monthly "balance date" for these banks was 
brought forward because of the Christmas 
holidays. 

Seasonal adjustment 
3. Details of the methods used in seasonally 
adjusting these series are given in Seasonally Adjusted 
Indicators (1308.0). 

4. Large fluctuations occurring in series as a result 
of irregular influences, such as interest rate changes, are 
not . removed by seasonal adjustment. Particular care 
should therefore be taken in interpreting individual 
month-to-month movements. 

Scope 
5. For detailed information on the scope and 
coverage of these statistics and definitions of items refer 
to the July 1979 issue of this publication. 

6. This publication incorporates revisions made to 
previous statistics in this series. 

Related publications 
7. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications which contain housing finance statist}cs 
directly comparable with those published in this 
publication and are available on request: 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia. 
(5609.0) (monthly) 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation 
Permanent Building Societies, Australia (5610.0) 
(monthly) 

8. All current publications produced by the ABS 
are listed in the Catalogue of Publications (I 101.0) 
which is available free of charge from any ABS office. 

Symbols and other usages 
n.a. not available 

nil, or less than half the final digit shown 
Dwgs number of dwelling units. 

9. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may OCCllr between sums of the component items and 
totals. 

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician 
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TABLE 1 - SAVINGS BANKS - LOANS APPROVEO TO INDIVIDUALS 

PURCHASE Of PURCHASE OF AL TERATIONS 
CONSTRUCTION NEWLY ERECTED EST A BLI SH EO ANI) ADDITIONS 
Of DWELLINGS DWELL INGS DWELLINGS TOTAL TO DWELLINGS 

DIfGS $000 DWGS SOOO OIfGS $000 DWiOS SOOO SOOO 

AUSTRAL IA 

1978 
SEPTEMBER 1,72/t 39,882 1,030 23,57& &,33~ lltO,935 9,oa8 204,393 8,581 

OCTOBER 1,579 35,987 1,124 25,54& &,648 150.&06 9,351 212,141 9,785 
NOVEM aER 1,727 39,,.60 1.060 21t,579 7.557 172,155 lO,341t 236,214 8,617 
OECEMBER 1.365 31,7&4 660 19,797 5,662 127,620 7,687 119,181 6,42/t 

1979 
JANUA RY 1, &25 38.106 993 23,310 7,139 165,029 9,757 22&,505 8,219 
fEBRUARY 1,500 35,273 960 23,24& &,852 156,521 9,332 217,0'+6 8,152 
MARCH 1,&39 38,305 1,023 22,993 0,894 157,8&2 9,556 219,160 9,248 

APRIL 1,492 34,890 846 19,213 5,943 135,136 8,281 189,239 1,362 
HAY 2,122 .. 9.599 10 097 25,195 7, &22 173,/t72 10,841 248,266 9,236 
JUNE 1 .. 9&3 46,763 970 22,609 &,&10 152,867 9,543 222,239 8,782 

JULY 2,007 48,lt62 965 22,947 6,255 14,+,358 9,227 215,7&7 8,148 
AUGUST 2,037 50,058 1,151 27.047 7,010 165,479 10,198 242,584 8,919 
SEPTEMBER 1,824 44.492 91+0 23,4&0 &,773 150,120 9,537 218,012 7,033 

OCTOBER 1,992 47,951 1,018 26,055 7,071 166, .. 8,. 10,141 240,490 6,776 

STATES - OCTOBER 1979 

HOUSES 

N.S.W. 591 14,578 179 5.056 1,953 52.404 2,729 72,040 
VIC. 5&6 1ft' 8 65 451 10,567 2,390 55,614 3,r.09 81,06& 
QLO 375 7,&9ft 193 4,21" 7 85 15,122 1,353 27,090 
S.A. 147 3,761 82 2,117 114 15,532 943 21,410 
W.A. 221 5,098 57 1.253 432 'hC4J 710 15,394 ( NAI, 
TAS. 54 1,225 11 276 227 4,889 292 6,390 
N.T. 7 170 1 35 25 586 33 793 
A.C.T. 16 395 18 415 121 3,056 1;7 3,8b6 

TOTAL 1,987 47,806 992 23,995 6,&41 156,248 9,62& 228,049 

OTHER DWELLINGS 

N.S.W. 4 13& 21 59 .. 254 6,709 279 7,439 
VIC. 31 &78 86 1, 65~ 117 2,530 
QLO 13 301 29 597 42 698 
S.A. 1 9 11 278 35 65 .. 47 9 .. 1 
If. A. 9 179 14 337 23 516 (NAJ 
rASe 3 50 3 50 
N.T. 
A.C.T. 1 30 3 37 4 67 

TOTAL 5 145 86 2,060 42,. lD, 23 6 515 12,441 

TOTAL 

N.S.If. 601 14,714 200 5,652 2,207 59,113 3,008 19,419 2,076 
VIC. 568 14,885 482 11,245 2'''76 57,466 3,526 83.596 . 5,058 
QLO 315 7,&9ft 206 4,575 814 15,119 1,395 27,988 412 
S.A. lit 8 3,77D 93 2,395 749 16,186 990 22,351 486 
M.A. 221 5.098 6& 1,432 446 9,380 733 15,910 352 
TAS. 54 1,225 11 276 230 4,939 295 6,440 267 
N.T. 1 110 1 35 25 588 33 793 
A.C. T. 18 395 19 445 124 3.093 161 3,933 105 

TOTAL 1,992 "7,951 1,018 26,055 7,071 166,48,. 10,141 240,490 6,776 
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TABLE 2 - TRADING BANKS - lOANS APPRO VED TO INDIVIDUALS 

PURCHASE OF PURCHASE OF ALfERA TIO NS 
CONSTRUCTION NeWLY ERECTED ESTABLISHED AND ADDITIONS 
OF DWELLINGS DWELLINGS DWELLING S TOTAL TO DWELLINGS 

OWGS $000 OWGS SOOO OIlGS $000 DMGS $0'00 $ODD 

AUSTRALIA 

197 II 
SEPTEMBER 689 12,662 510 9,546 2,343 40,525 3,5,+2 62.733 14,301 

OCTOBER 656 12,415 411 8.131 2.321 41.939 3.450 63,h5 15,210 
NOVEMBER 806 15,017 536 9 .. 999 2.;J34 53.340 4,276 18.35& 18,985 
DECEMBER 508 9.789 280 4.651 2.021 34,196 2,809 49,242 10,124 

1979 
JANUARY 861 15,937 531 11.155 3.005 5&.443 4,391 83.535 16.018 
FEBRUARY 113 13,697 434 9,080 2.801 5~,1&2 3,948 16.939 15,662 
MARCH 116 14,14& 428 8,861 2,613 48,216 3,811 11,223 15,911 

APRIL 126 13.962 34& 6,195 2.31& 43.97& 3,1+48 &4.133 14.161 
I1A Y 895 16.981 412 8.931 2.906 52,351 4,273 18,269 18,973 
JUNE 721 11+,2 TIt 336 6.145 2.183 38,997 3,240 60,016 14,317 

JULY 158 14.751 364 1,439 2,243 41.797 3.365 &3.987 14.632 
AUGUST 910 16.422 428 1.985 2,956 5&, 3D 4 4,294 82,711 19,214 
SEPTEMBER 141 13,633 3&2 &,131 2,318 43,3& 1 3,421 63.131 1&,548 

OCTOBER 1,011 16,299 458 9,069 3,048 56,110 1.,517 83, '+18 22.854 

STATES - ocnBER 1919 

HOUSES 

N.S.W. 415 1,950 99 2,291 1,349 27.112 1.863 37.359 
VIC. 123 2.1 91 69 9i1t 494 8,827 &66 11,932 
QLO 111 2.131 63 821 4 .. 5 5,845 &19 9.403 
S.A. 104 2,538 126 3,246 184 3.429 414 9.213 
W.A. 130 1.837 32 664 214 3,449 376 5,950 ( NA). 
lAS. 13 lJD 2 21 4& 810 &1 967 
N.T. 4 84 1 10 10 180 15 274 
A.C.T. 14 238 17 284 40 921 11 1.449 

TOTAL 974 11.699 /t09 8.269 2.782 50,579 4, .1&5 16,oj47 

oTHER oWElLINGS 

N.S.W. 2G 301t 22 329 171 3,951 213 4,581t 
VIC. 6 156 1 110 34 448 41 114 
QlD 5 67 9 166 26 509 itO 762 
S.A. 9 180 11 200 20 380 
W.A. 3 45 16 276 19 321 (NAt 
lAS. 3 8 5 112 8 120 
N.T. a 15 2 15 
A.C.T. 3 35 3 35 

TOTAL 31 600 49 800 266 5.531 352 &,931 

TOTAL 

N. S. W. 435 8,254 121 2,626 1,520 31,063 2,076 41,943 11 ,0 52 
VIC. 129 2.31t7 16 1,024 528 9,215 133 12,646 4,985 
QlD 116 2,818 12 993 Itl1 6. 35 It 719 10.165 2.316 
S.A. 104 2,538 135 3,426 195 3,629 .. 31t 9,593 1,114 
II. A. 133 1,882 32 664 210 3,125 395 6.271 2.292 
TAS. 16 138 2 27 51 922 &9 1,081 3&7 
N.T. It 81t 3 25 10 180 11 289 325 
A.C.T. 14 238 11 284 1t3 962 74 1,484 283 

TOTAL 1,011 18,299 458 9.0&9 3,048 56,110 .. ,517 83,478 22,854 
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